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BEST RADIO
PERSONALITY
GONZO IN THE MORNING
(AREA108)

What's so great about Gonzo?
Co-host Nicole explains: "l think
the appeal of Gonzo is that he's
equal parts mad scientist and
court jester, mixed with just a
small dash of anti-depressants.
He's much like those unstable
elements at the end of the peri-
odic table that, under the right
conditions, can exist and thrive
successfully. And you can’t deny
his passion—the guy loves radio,
at times to a fault. He's poured his
guts out and sacrificed any sem-
blance of a normal life to do what
he loves, his way. Very much like
Sinatra, or more appropriately,
Sid (Vicious)”

BEST LOCALRADIO
STATION AREA108

It's got alternative rock with-
out the grating metal of Xtreme
Rock Radio or the soppy, sappy
adult-contemporary of Mix 94.1,
and music from the '80s without
the cheese of Star 102.7. And it
combines the popular with the
quirky, creating a perfect musi-
calblend for diverse tastes. Plus,
it's got Best Radio Personality
winner Gonzo in the Morning.
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AREA 108 is a relative newcomer on the Las Vegas radio dial.
Their mainstream radio competitors have many previous
years of tenure in the Las Vegas valley. Nonetheless, in a very
short period of time, they have driven a spike into the bedrock
of Las Vegas radio, cracking the foundation and cementing
aplace in its landscape. By delivering alternative rock to
the masses in a way that gives listeners a raw mix of great
music, both vintage and modern, AREA 108 is suited for both
the occasional listener and rock purists. Tune in on any day
and you can listen to Sex Pistols, Beastie Boys, and The White
Stripes. Gonzo Greg and Nicole welcomed Strip Las Vegas to
visit with them. They come at you every weekday morning
via the airwaves. Gonzo Greg is no newcomer to the world
of broadcasting, bringing 15-plus years experience to AREA
108. Every morning he brings his humor and a love of music
to the listeners of Las Vegas. Nicole is no stranger to the Las
Vegas area either. She once performed at the Stratosphere as
both a Madonna impersonator, and Baby Spice of the Spice
Girls. Together they bring a fun-filled and edgy show to the
morning airwaves.

The AREA 108 format is unlike anything currently in Las Vegas,
and it has carved a niche with their blend of radio rebellion,
music, talent, and purism. Clearly they are the leader in
alternative rock in Las Vegas, and it looks like they have a very
bright future.

SLV: What do you like about AREA 108—what’s unique
for you?

Gonzo: Well, when they said it was an alternative rock
station, it really was. A lot of radio stations these days are
calling themselves alternative and it’s kind of really angry,
mad at your dad type of rock music.

SLV: Yeah, there seems to be a lot of that going around!
Nicole: It's pretty mainstream for being alternative.

SLV: | wonder why all these bands are so upset. Rock is
supposed to be fun!

Gonzo: Right! | gotinto radio when it was happening. |
was doing it then, even as stupid as it seems now, when
Limp Bizkit came out there was a reason that it happened.
And as is typical in the music industry, it just becomes "Oh,
that’s successful,” so everybody tries to do that. Then we
get too much of that and everybody kind of rebels and
goes onto the next thing. So for me, it was really cool to
see a station like this—that is able to play lot of alternative
music that is current that sounds really good up against
alternative music that | really loved when | was much
younger. You know, like when new wave was around, or The
Clash had just come out—that period of time in the late
70’s and the early 80's, where people had gotten tired of
Blue Oyster Cult,and all that. They had heard Led Zeppelin
enough and this other thing started to happen. So it was
great to see that cycle come back around again where you
could have a band like Panic [at the Disco] play against
Siouxsie and the Banshees, and it worked. So | was really
excited when the station was happening, and it's one of the
reasons | really | wanted to come out here and work.

SLV: The mix of music here is really unique. Today | heard
Beastie Boys followed by The Strokes. Compared to FM
back in the old days when it broke out in the 70’s, when
the DJ’s played what they loved, this seems more pure than
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radio at large.

Gonzo: Yeah, we have the advantage of not
being owned by a big, giant corporation, so
we're allowed a little more leeway to create a
product that’s kind of similar to that. You know?
It's based on people who believe in what they're
doing, have a passion for it, and they want to
share it with you.

SLV: Everyone in radio has a crazy story—what
memorable things have happened here for you?
Nicole: Being in Las Vegas makes you love your
short-term memory.

Gonzo: One of the most recent was just before
the holidays. We did the Shiny Toy Guns concert
at the House of Blues. We announced that it was
going to be our holiday show, “Shiny Toy Guns’.
As the show was coming up, we were checking
on how ticket sales were going, and we had sold
afew tickets. Then it ended up selling out that
night.

SLV: wow!

Gonzo: Yeah, everyone decided to show up
that night. Yeah, it was crazy. But what | kind

of remember is that after that show we did the
Foundation Room.

Nicole: | vaguely remember it ‘cause | was sicker
than a dog.

Gonzo: We kind of talked our way into the
Foundation Room, ‘cause we knew somebody
who was in there. ‘Cause you have to have a
membership and all that. We were up there for
awhile having a few cocktails,and | got a call on
my cell phone that | had to go downstairs to try
and get somebody else in. So I'm wandering
around the Foundation Room, and | couldn’t find
my way out. [laughter]

SLV: That’s hilarious!
Gonzo: You've been up there, right?

SLV: Yeah!

Gonzo: So every time I'd go exactly where |
thought the elevator was, I'd wind up in another
dining room and go: “Uhhhh!* So | had to have
someone help me find the way out.

SLV: Then you have to try and look cool!
Gonzo: Oh,yeah! You're like: “Hey, how you
doing?”

Nicole: The same thing happens when you try
and go to the bathroom. Every time you go
looking for the bathroom, you wind up popping
into another private party. You're like: “Hiiii!"
Gonzo: “Hey how’s it going? Figured I'd just
stop in and say, ‘Hi!" Where the fuckiis the
elevator!?!”

SLV: The place is a labyrinth. There is like two
light bulbs in the whole place.

Gonzo: We get to meet a lot of people outside
of just bands and stuff like that who hang out. |
think it was our second or third week here, Bow
Wow Wow was in town. They were doing the
VH1 Bands On The Run-thing. One of the things
that they had to do was visit a radio station. And
I'm like: “Holy Crap! There's Anna Bella Lewin.
You'e so great!” Then the girls from Strip Las
Vegas come in...that’s always an interesting
experience. ‘Cause it’s like: “I was looking at
the magazine, and uh...you have a beautiful
vagina...and uh...it’s really a pleasure to meet
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you!” [laughter] It's such an odd experience
doing that, but when you meet the girls they're
always very real and down to earth. You know,
it's kind of odd, ‘cause as soon as you're in a
glossy magazine like that, there’s this kind of
mystique—you're enshrined in the magazine.
Then you talk to them and they're like: “It's what
I do.”

Nicole: It’s an odd situation for me to be in, as

a female, ‘cause Gonzo is going to talk to them
about having sex on camera and taking close-up
shots of their nether regions. I'm sitting there
talking to them about the lights, and asking
Melissa Jacobs about how long it takes to
straighten her hair...I'm asking them girly things.
‘Cause there are female listeners out there that
want to know these things. Even though there
are guys out there saying: “Shut up, Nicole, and
have them fake an orgasm.” I'm like: “Okay, fine,
there’s nothing wrong with that.”

SLV: So you're there to provide balance to
the show. You're laying down the checks and
balances, you're like the Judicial Branch.
Nicole: Yeah, exactly.

SLV: What do you do to prepare for the show
every day, other than drink a pot of coffee?
Gonzo: A pot of coffee, maybe with rum in it!
Nicole: And certain prescribed medications...

SLV: It's radio, right?!

Nicole: Legitimately prescribed, | might add.
Gonzo: I'm totally not a morning person, and
it’s like some sort of evil, twisted payback from
whoever runs this thing that | get up and do my
job.

SLV: And you're in Vegas, no less!
Gonzo: Yeah, we're getting up when everyone
else is going to bed.

SLV: They ought to start the morning shows in
Vegas at 9pm.

Gonzo: Yeah, exactly!

Nicole: That's a great idea...

Gonzo: If there was a way to take care of your
life and do your laundry, pick up the dry cleaning,
then stay up and do the morning show, I'd do

it. But it doesn’t work out ‘cause you have other
things you have to do after the show.

SLV: What artists have visited with you recently?
Gonzo: We did the big deal at The Palms last
summer with [Dave] Navarro and the whole
Panic Channel thing was cool. | think one of the
fun things about our station is that a lot of the
bands that we play aren't massive superstars.
They have people who are really passionate
about their music, you know, like Shiny Toy Guns
is one. Bands like Panic [at The Disco]... we have
a pretty good relationship with Brandon and The
Killers. So that’s really cool.

Nicole: It's hard to get them to wake up early.
One of the things that we did recently was Punk
Rock bowling.

Gonzo: That was awesome.

Nicole: That was mind-blowing.

Gonzo: It was really fun and they had it over at
Sam’s Town. They have that huge bowling alley
there. You walk around the casino and there’s

a lot of old people, and you look up, and there’s
some guy with a huge, liberty-spiked mohawk

right next to
him. And it’s
like: “How cool is
that!?!"

SLV: That's
really cool. |
wouldn't have
ever thought of
punk rock and
bowling.
Nicole: It's
insane, and they
take it seriously.
Gonzo: It's
crazy. One of the
major punk rock
label’s bowling
team, Epitaph
Records, is really
hardcore. And
they had bands
there. Pete from
The Addicts was
in the lane next
to me. Bowling
is like the great
equalizer. It's like:
“Throw the ball!*

SLV: Tell me
about your fans.
Nicole: Well, if
they look like
Betty Page—
they like Gonzo.
Gonzo: Yeah,
and | like them.

SLV: The truth
comes out...
Gonzo: It’s really
fun to get out
and meet these
people. When
we do events,
parties, a concert
or whatever—we
just hang out
with people. At the last event, we met a District
Court Judge.

Nicole: Yeah, that was a stunner.

Gonzo: We met a life coach, a lawyer...

Nicole: Don't forget the custom closet maker.
Gonzo: And a guy who makes custom closets,
all at one event. It's all walks of life, and it’s really.
fun. And the defining thing that links them all
together is that they all have an appreciation for
the music we play or the show that we're doing.
Nicole: You were having a conversation with the
lawyer about the band, X.

Gonzo: Yeah!

Nicole: | swear to God—it was surreal.

Gonzo: The music we play,and the kind that we
build our show on—it’s alternative music. It's X
and Lone Justice. That's really fun. And it's cool
to turn the young kids onto something from
1982. It's people from all walks of life and all
ages. It's definitely a lot of fun.

SLV: Thanks for spending time with us today.
Gonzo: No problem, anytime.
Nicole: You're welcome. SLV
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By KIRK BAIRD

hen Larry Mac

interviewed

in November

2005 for the

program/mu
sic director job at KVGS 107.9.
FM, otherwise known as Area
108, he knew he was in for a
challenge

The station office was
squeezed into a small office
building, with a room slightly
larger than two cubicles as its
studio.

Its transmission power
would be half that of some of
its FM competition

And there were no disc jock-
oys.

“The station was bare
bones,” he said. "But | worked
at bare-bone stations before, at
an AM station. And | worked at
stations | would call ‘signally
challenged." ™

So the 15-year radlo veteran
knew what he was in for when
he accepted the position, leav-
ing his job at a successful hard
rock station in Phoenix for
the challenge of creating the
closest thing to college radio
Las Vegans have heard since
UNLV's KUNV 89.7-FM went
to an all-jazz format nearly a
decade ago.

Nearly 18 months later, Mac
acknowledges hiswork at Area
108 is still a struggle

The station generally places
In the bottom five in ratings.

The signal is weak enough
that, depending on the part of
the town, a radio may not be
able to pick itup

And, despite being on the
air for more than a year, there
are still many Las Vegans who
have never heard of Area 108,

“Every day | get a phone call

‘Hey man, 1 just found (your
station). How long have you
been here?' * sald Mac, who
can be heard from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. weekdays

It’s those calls, though, that
ive him encouragement that
the stationisbeingdiscovered
He's also optimistic about ru
mors the Federal Communica
tions Commission will allow
the station to boost its signal
sometime this year

Oh yeah, and Area 108 is
now fully staffed with “people
that are passionate about the
music.”

So when Mac sits at his desk
and talks about how far the
station has come, he can’t help
but smile

“It's turning
good,” Mac said

Alternative radio

There are approximately 70
commercial alternative sta
tions in the country the
majority of which are run by
corporate media giants, such
as Clear Channel, which owns
KXTE 107.5-FM (Xtreme Ra-
dio), a hard rock/alternative
station and Area 108’s chief
marketplace rival, along with
more than 1,200 radio sta
tions nationwide.

out pretty
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Dialing up an alternative

Area 108 reaching out for valley listeners tired of cookie-cutter pop music

CARY 1DV
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Area 108, found at 107.9 on the FM dial, struggles with finding listeners.

due to weak transmission signals, but offers audio on its Web sit

areal08.com.

Mike Boyle, senior editor for
trade publication Radio & Re
cords, said even as alternative
radio format remains strong
and viable, there's increasing
criticism that the lack of di
versity in station ownership
is hurting the format and ra
dio in gencral with a *homog
enization of sound.”

s s¢ big corporations
have made them all cookie
cutters,” Boyle said. “They all
sound the same.”

Area 108, though, repre
sents “a breath of fresh air”
he said

KVGS is owned by Riviera
Broadcast Group, a small
media group that also owns
KOAS 105.7-FM (The Oasis), as

well as two other stations in
Phoenix

“There are a few real gems
out there that willstepoutand
not be cookie-cutter alterna
tives and take some changes
and have some really diverse
and interesting program
ming such as Area 1087
Boyle said. "It is rare, but it's
a breath of fresh air”

KVGS features a steady mix
of 1980s and "90s college ra
dio favorites, mainstream
alternative and independent-
label (indie) artists as well as
new bands.

Listen long enough and
you'll hear The Clash, De-
peche Mode, Nirvana, The
Cure, pearl Jam, Talking

“Gonzo” Greg hosts “Gonzo In the Morning™ on Area 108.

Heads, Bjork, Elvis Costello,
Red Hot Chili Peppers, Foo
Fighters, Soul Asylum, the
Pixies, Ministry, Nine Inch
Nails, Snow Patrol, Mazzy
Star, the Charlatans UK, and
Las Vegas bands-gone big
the Killers and Panic! at the
Disco.

Alternative music has be
come increasingly splintered
into sub-genres, and every-
one now has a different defi-

nition of whar alternative Is,
Mac said

“I'd like 1o think we meet
a good portion of the defini
tion, while still keeping our
focus," he said

Even if the station does fea
ture some of the same bands
as other stations, Mac said
Area 108 tends to dig deeper
into the group's catalogue to

See RADIO on Page 7C

CARY EDMONDSON/N

‘The radio industry
doesn't want to take a
chance. Anything risky,
not safe, they're not
going to try.

“Gonzo” Greg,

Area 108 personaliry
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“Gonzo in the Morning™ co-host Nicole Padberg talks to a guest in the Area 108 studio.

RADIO from Page 1C

Alternative radio station building audience

unearth obscure or forgotten
songs, rather than regurgitat-
ing hits.

“We'll surprise you some-
times,” he said. "But you know
you're going to get alternative
music.”

It's the station’s willingness
10 expand its playlist that at-
tracted “Gonzo" Greg to Area
108.

“The radio industry doesn't
want to take a chance,” Greg
said.“Anythingrisky,notsafe,
they're not going to try."

A 40-year-old disc jockey
with more than a quarter
century of radio experience,
Greg left his job at an alter-
native/hard rock station in
Indianapolis for KVGS. His
a.m. drive-time show, Gonzo
in the Morning, which airs 6-
10 a.m. weekdays, debuted in
February 2006.

The show has done well
enough and is growing a ded-
icated following, much like
Area 108 itself. And just like
the station, Greg said the big-
gest challenge for his show is
simple: being heard.

“The signal is a big issue
that's being worked on,” he
said. “People like the station.
1 hope they find a way to lis-
ten.”

Signals

When George McCabe first
learned of Area 108 last sum-
mer, he felt an instant con-
nection to the station.

“I love to hear New Order,
Pearl Jam, Smashing Pump-
Kins,” he said. “I like the fact
they're in the market.”

Still, he acknowledges get-
ting frustrated with the sta-
tion's weak transmission.

McCabe, who lives in
Summerlin, said he often los-
es Area 108's signal during
his drive to work on the 215
Beltway to Green Valley.

This reason, combined with
the low ratings, is why Mc-
Cabe, publicrelationsdirector
at Brown and Partners, an ad-
vertising and public relations
firm, and other co-workers
are hesitant to recommend
their clients purchase adver-
tising time on the station.

“It's ironic. We know the
station as listeners, but we
can't in good conscience let
our clients advertise on that
station for those reasons,”
he said. “Until their signal
covers the entire market as
strong as their competition,
I think they will face some
challenges.”

Gonzo in the Morning
show co-host Nicole Padberg,
though, counters that the
weak signal gives the station
indie-cred.

“Not having a strong sig-
nal helps with the alternative
vibe," she said.

Mac, however, takes an opti-
mistic appraisal of Area 108's
situation.

The ratings are a reflec-
tion of the station’s signal
strength, and when it boosts
its transmission, he expects
more listeners to tune in.

Until then, Mac said Area
108 will continue to employ
a grassroots approach to
increasing its audience, in-
cluding street market teams,
contests, a Web site club for
listeners called Alien Nation,
and, of course, a MySpace
page; however, there is no
budget for billboards or TV
commercials.

“We'reareal word-of-mouth
station,” he said.

It's a marketing plan not
unlike that of a typical col-
lege radio station.

Mac likens Area 108's
struggles to that of a college
station, too.

“In this market, we're the
underdog,” he said. “If you're
a college radio station, vou're
usually the underdog.”

Kirk Baird can be reached at 990
8931 or kirk.baird & hbcpub.com.
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right of the dial

AREA 108 BROADCASTS INDIE VIBE ON VEGAS AIRWAVES
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If you were among those Las Vegans
who tuned into FM frequency 107.9
on a recent Friday morning around
9 a.m., then you heard something

odd. We're talking about the
shimmery guitar and Iumbering
bass intro to “Walking on the

Moon,” recorded by The Police in
1979. It's older, it's a wonderfully
infectious song and, most notably,
it’s not the kind of thing you expect
to hear coming over the airwaves
in 2006. Given all the corporate
karma accumulated during this dark
age of media mega-mergers, radio
may never again be the sweetly
unpredictable, DJ-driven thing it
once was. But take heart. Upstart
Area 108 FM in Las Vegas is doing
the only noble thing a rock radio
station can do at this point: set the
whole business back 20 years.

True oldies like that Police tune (did we really just
say that?) are only part of the cleansing effort. That
Friday, during rush hour, it was the White Stripes’s
"Seven Nation Army.” Then Pearl Jam’s “Elderly
Woman Behind the Counter in a Small Town” played
in conjunction with a call-in contest to score tickets
to the band’s July 6 show at MGM Grand. Later that
evening: Mojo Nixon, Siouxsie and the Banshees,

BY DAVE SURRATT PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHANE 0'NEAL

The Cure — this along with all the much newer indie
and alt-rock releases you're still not going to hear
played from the high-overhead corporate outposts
that dot the landscape nowadays.

First powered up last October, Area 108 FM sought
and found a level of autonomy they're clearly proud
of, judging from the between-songs sound bites:
“Independent, defined as: not controlled by a larger
entity!” Well, that'’s not precisely true of these guys,
but it's close. Area 108 is one of only three stations
owned by Riviera Broadcast Group in Las Vegas. J.).
Jeffries, vice president of programming at Riviera,
has his own definition.

"You stop being independent when you're told that,
for example, you can’t play these songs because our
station in Phoenix isn’t playing them,” he explains.
"Or because our sister station is trying to get that
band to play a concert, that kind of stuff.”

Getting out from under the corporate thumb
means that Area 108’s DJs have far more autonomy
in terms of what they can play. That’s good news for
the morning team of Gonzo Greg and Nicole Padberg.
After working at less indulging stations, veteran jock
Gonzo is tickled by the library of digital music at their
fingertips. "There’s some real spice in it,” he says off
the air during a commercial break. “I'll look through
the library and go, ‘Holy crap! That's in here?"”

Padberg, a former Vegas showgirl and Madonna
impersonator, in addition to her radio experience,
barely has time to agree just before they're back
on the air. These two work hard, multitasking with
the equipment while playing off each other, both on
and off the air. It's an easygoing atmosphere in the
studio, generated by liberated D)s who seem far
happier exercising some free will than they would
otherwise be as cogs in a bulky, micromanaging,
corporate radio machine.
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Gonzo in the mornings

Monday-Friday 6am-10am

: Nicole, you were the lead singer in a rock band.
What band, and what city?
: The band was 3 Chord Orchestra, and it was a
part of Gonzo’s morning show in Indianapolis. It was an
alternative cover band.

: You're a former Vegas performer. Why the venture
into radio, and how are you handling the transition?

: Yeah, | was a Baby Spice and a Madonna
impersonator at the Stratosphere. | like what | do now, but
the schedule sucks! | love reading the news, and | love
what | do. But, it used to be wake up at 11, or wake up at
noon, be in make-up by 6:30, then do 2 shows and, if you
went out, go home when the sun is coming up. Now it's the
complete opposite.

. It's a series of naps...

: Can you give the tourists tired of dance music and rap
an idea of where to go in this city to party?

: First Fridays and Third Thursdays downtown are
great. I'd say Beauty Bar. | love the Double Down- it's home.
Ice House and Jillian's are doing fun things. And, of course,
the Peppermill for your last stop of the evening.

: What's your personal favorite place to party, Gonzo?
: The Double Down. Every time | go there | like who's
on stage.

: Nicole, same question- where do you like to party?
. | love Rock Star Karaoke at Mandalay Bay. I'm
a karaoke whore- it got me started in impersonating.

Area 108
Gonzo in the Morning
Gonzo Greg & Nicole Padberg

For those of you who don’t know, or who don’t have access
(for whatever odd and possibly unnatural reason) to a radio,
Area 108 is Las Vegas' alternative music station. The morning
show is hosted by a true alternative music lover, Gonzo Greg,
and a former lead singer and Vegas performer, Nicole
Padberg. We leapt at the chance to get our paws on the duo,
and we even managed to behave while waiting in the Area
108’s Green Room. Yes, we behaved- we promise there

were only four beers in the Miller Lite mini-fridge, and that
table was already broken. Don't believe us? Then it was

Las Vegas Weekly, we swear...

: So, Gonzo- what other cities have you DJed
in?

: | started as an intern at KNAC in LA in 1986. The
station moved to metal which | really wasn't into, but it was fun
to be a part of the “hair metal” thing. I've been at stations in
LA, Philly, Minneapolis, and Indianapolis. | really just needed
out of Indianapolis, and so | came to Vegas.

: What do you think of Area 108 so far?
: | love it! | heard they had something available and |
went for it. They called me and | was psyched. It's great to be
a part of a city with such incredible entertainment.

: Gonzo, what is your favorite band of all time, and what
are your favorite new alternative bands?

: New bands? There is so much cool stuff...Panic in the
Disco, Rock Kills Kid, Rock and Roll Soldiers...The Clash
popped into my head as my favorite band, but ask me again
tomorrow and the answer could change to London Calling.






